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Encouragements  promlfed  to  R  e  f  o  r  m  a  t  i  o  n  : 


i  N  A 

E  R  M  O 

PREACHED  BEFORE  THE 


GOVERNORS 


OF  THE 

MAGDALEN  HOSPITAL, 

LONDON: 


On  Thurfday  the  2d  of  May,  1776. 


by  the  Reverend  ROBERT  MARKHAM,  D.D. 

Reftor  of  St  Mary’s,  Whitechapel. 

A  N  D- 

publiihed  by  exprefs  Defire  of  the  Right  Honourable  President^ 
.Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  Annual  Committee,  and 
the  Reft  of  the  Governors  of  the  faid  Charity, 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  the  C  H  A  R  I  T  Y, 

By  W\  Oliver,  Printer  to  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chriftian  Knowledge, 

at  N®  12,  Bartholomew-Clofe  ;  and 
Sold  by  MefT.  Rivington,  Bathurst,  and  C  a  dell,  and 

at  the  Hofpital  in  St  George  s  Fields. 


M  DCC  LXXVI. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the  Magdalen 
Hofpital,  holden  at  Merchant -Taylors  Hall, 
the  2d  Day  of  May,  1776, 

RESOLVED, 

r  I  '  H  AT  the  Thanks  of  this  Court  be  returned  to  the  Rev. 

**■  Dr  Markham,  for  his  excellent  Sermon  preached  this 
Day  before  the  Prefident,  Vice-Prefidents,  Treafurer,  and 
Governors  of  this  Charity,  at  the  Chapel  of  this  Hofpital, 
and  that  he  be  defired  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  printed  and 
publilhed. 

By  Order  of  the  Court, 

A.  Winterbottom,  Secretary. 


T  O 


The  Right  Honourable 

FRANCIS, 

EARL  op  HERTFORD, 

PRESIDENT; 

The  Right  Honourable  ROBERT  Lord  ROMNEY, 
The  Right  Honourable  HUGH  Earl  PERCY, 
ROBERT  DINGLE  Y,  Esq. 
RICHARD  BECHER,  Esq^ 
NATHANIEL  CASTLETON,  Esq. 
JOHN  BARKER,  Esq. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS; 

MICHAEL  JAMES,  Esq, 
TREASURER; 

To  the  Reft  of  the  GOVERNORS 

AND 

SUBSCRIBERS 

TO  THE 

MAGDALEN  HOSPITAL, 

THIS 

SERMON, 

preached  and  publifhed  at  their  R  e  qjj  e  s  t, 
is,  with  all  Respect,  dedicated 

By  their  moft  faithful  humble  Servant, 


May  13,  1 776* 


ROBERT  MARKHAM, 
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St  JAMES  V.  20. 

He  that  converteth  a  Sinner  from  the  Error  of  his  Way , 
pall  fave  a  Soul  from  Deaths  and pall  hide  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Sins . 

WE  have  the  Authority  of  other  Pafiages  in  holy  Scrip¬ 
ture  for  affirming  of  true  Chriftian  Charity,  that  it  - 
fhall  hide,  or  cover  a  Multitude  of  Sins.  But  it  is 
of  great  Importance  to  inquire  of  what  Extent  that  Charity 
ffiould  be,  which  can  lay  any  Foundation  for  fuch  animating 
Hopes  :  more  efpecially  when  we  attend  to  the  many  reigning 
Vices  of  the  prefent  Age.^ 

For  when  was  there  an  Age,  or  where  a  Nation  to  be 
found,  fince  Life  and  Immortality  were  brought  to  Light  by 
the  Gofpel,  wherein  Diffipation,  or  Licentioufnefs,  more 
abounded  ?  And  when  was  there  more  Occafion  for  Reftraint, 
in  order  to  curb  that  ftrong  and  eager  Purfuit  of  Pleafures  of 
all  Sorts,  by  which  the  prefent  Times  are  moft  alarmingly 
diftinguifhed  ?  „ 

Let  us  therefore  confider  that  excellent  Defcription  of  Charity 
given  us  by  St  Paul,  and  we  fhall  amply  be  convinced,  how 
far  this  heavenly  Virtue  extends  beyond  the  Limits  to  which 
it  is  commonly  confined. -—The  better  then  to  underftand 
what  Charity  A,  it  may  be  of  fome  Ufe  to  diftinguifh  with  the 

Apofile> 
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Jpoflle,  what  it  is  not.  For  He  tells  us  that  a  Man  may 
have  Faith  to  <c  remove  Mountains  ;  may  underftand  all 
“  Myfteries  and  all  Knowledge,  and  may  even  beftow  all  his 
tc  Goods  to  feed  the  Poor  without  Charity,”  which  compre¬ 
hends  the  univerfal  Exercife  of  every  Chriftian  Virtue,  fuch  as 
Patience,  Forbearance,  Hope  and  Perfeverance ;  for  Charity, 
we  are  told,  beareth  all  'Things ,  beheveth  all  Things ,  hopeth  all 
Things ,  and  endureth  all  Things.  Indeed  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  there  are  many  different  Modes  of  exerting  that  Charity, 
by  which  we  may  fhew  our  Compaffion  to  the  afflifted.  And 
this  muft  of  Neceffity  be  the  Cafe,  as  long  as  there  are,  among 
human  Creatures,  various  Kinds  of  Mifery  and  Diftrefs. 

For  Inftance,  to  provide  for  the  fick  and  needy ;  to  feed 
the  hungry  and  clothe  the  naked  ;  to  inftruct  the  ignorant  ; 
to  releafe  the  Prifoner,  and  let  the  oppreffed  go  free ;  to  reftore 
the  wounded  in  Body  to  renewed  Strength,  and  the  Ufe  of 
their  once  difabled  Limbs  —  but  above  all  ™  to  attend  to  the 
Difeafes  of  the  Soul,  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  and  give  them 
Medicine  to  heal  their  Sicknefs :  all  thefe,  and  many  more 
affecting  Calls  upon  Humanity,  that  have  been  and  conftantly 
are  provided  for  by  the  fympathizing  Pity  of  a  generous  Com¬ 
munity,  and  which  have  Hofpitals  -f  erefted  for  the  Supply  of 
fuch  refpeftive  Wants,  ought  therefore  to  be  mentioned  as  fo 
many  different  Exertions  of  Charity ,  the  charafferijlic  Virtue  of 
the  Age,  however  multiplied  or  refined  its  Vices,  more  particu¬ 
larly  in  this  populous  and  wealthy  City. 


*  l  Cor.  xiii.  2,  q. 
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f  Of  Hofpitals  for  the  maimed,  Tick,  and  wounded,  the  Number  is  no  lefs  than  fix, 
befides  thofe  for  lying-in  Women,  for  Foundlings,  or  deferted  Children  in  general,  for 
Inoculation;  for  the  in  fane  ;  for  the  Difcharge  of  poor  Prifoners  for  fmail  Debts; 
befides  the  Afylum  for  female  Orphans,  and  this  Houfe  for  the  Reception  of  penitent 
Proftitutes;  and  feveral  others  that  do  Honor  to  this  great  Metropolis. 
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But,  though  we  mean  not  to  difparage,  much  lefs  to 
difcourage  one  Species  of  Charity  by  comparing  it  with  ano¬ 
ther,  yet  muff  it  be  allowed,  that  to  reclaim  the  once  vicious 
and  abandoned  from  the  Error  and  Danger  of  their  Way  ;  to 
raife  them  from  the  Death  of  Sin  unto  the  Life  of  Right eoufiefs, 
and  turn  them  from  the  Power  of  Satan  unto  God ,  ftands  foremoft 
among  the  moil  exalted  A6ts  of  Kindnefs  and  Compaffion. 
For  furely,  as  much  as  the  fenfual  Gratifications  of  a  perifhable 
Body  here  on  Earth  are  inferior  to  the  Intereils  of  an  im¬ 
mortal  Soul  in  the  Happinefs  of  Heaven,  fo  much  is  a  Pro- 
vilion  for  the  one  more  important  than  the  other. 

And  this  is  undeniably  the  Cafe,  if  affirmed  only  of  their 

* 

natural  Excellence,  compared  together  as  mortal  and  immortal. 
But  when  we  add  to  this  Account  the  awful  Sandtions  of  Duty 
to  our  God,  our  Neighbour,  and  ourfelves,  the  *  Terrors  of 
the  Lord  denounced  againft  every  wilful  Tranfgreffion,  and 
the  gracious  Promifes  offered  to  the  Obfervance  of  certain 
pofitive  and  divine  Commands  addreffed  to  our  Hopes,  or  Fears 
eternal,  we  cannot  but  fee  and  feel  the  infinite  Preference  of 
fuch  Inilitutions,  like  the  prefent ,  as  are  belt  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  eternal  Interefts  of  our  Fellow-Creatures,  and  to 
fubdue  thofe  bodily  Appetites,  and  flefily  Lufs  which  war 
againft  the  SouL  Of  this  truly  Chriftian  Kind  is  the  Charity 
which  we  are  this  Day  here  affembled  to  fupport :  A  Charity 
to  the  Souls  of  as  many  poor  deluded  Females  as  this  Houfe 
of  Penitence  is  able  to  contain  :  the  Utility  of  which  will  fur¬ 
ther  appear  the  more  minutely  we  confider  the  Contagion  of 
bad  Examples,  the  Strength  of  vicious  Habits  (more  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  luftful  kind)  and  the  Number  of  Temptations  that 

B  every 

*  2  Cor,  v.  11. 
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every  Day  occur  to  the  well  difpofed  and  bejl  inftru&ed  among 
our  Youth  (much  more  to  them  who  never  had  fuch  Advan¬ 
tages)  when  they  firft  launch  into  the  uncertain  Sea  of  human 
Life ;  where,  though  Religion  would  forbid  them  to  believe 
any  rational  Creature  fent,  like  the  Leviathan ,  only  to  take  his 
Pajlime  therein,  and  to  gratify  his  fenfual  Appetites  alone  ; 
yet  what  fhall  deter  the  uninftrudled  Mind  from  confenting 
to  thofe  Indulgences,  into  which  the  Strength  of  Temptation, 
oppofed  to  the  Weaknefs  of  unprincipled  and  therefore  unde¬ 
fended  Nature,  without  the  Affiftance  of  divine  Grace,  id' 
frequently  apt  to  hurry  and  expofe  them  ? 

Such  indeed  is  the  Condition  of  us  all,  fince  the  Fall  of  our 
firft  Parents,  that  we  are  all  born  in  Imperfection,  and  all 
prone  to  Frailties  and  Corruptions.  But  that  we  may  not 
wilfully  indulge  thefe,  may  not  fuffer  our  Reafon  to  be  over¬ 
come  by  our  Vices,  or  the  Tide  of  headftrong  and  unruly 
Paffion  to  overwhelm  or  force  down  the  Bounds  of  Duty,  we 
are  deterred  from  deferting  our  allotted  Station  by  the  awful 
Sanctions  of  Rewards  and  Punifhments  eternal :  Religion  gra- 
cioufly  interpofmg  in  behalf  of  conflicting  Reafon,  in  order  to 
fupport  her  original  Dominion,  and  keep  the  Paffions,  her  in¬ 
tended  Subjets,  from  Anarchy  invincible,  and  abandoned. 

Of  this  it  is  moft  devoutly  to  be  wifhed,  that  we  had  more 
Reafon  to  make  a  Doubt.  But,  alas  !  fad  Experience  prefents 
us  with  too  many,  who,  notwithftanding  the  united  Powers 
of  Reafon  and  Revelation,  notwithftanding  the  inward  Im~ 
pulfes  of  Confcience,  wilfully  tranfgrefs  the  Bounds  prefcribed 
in  that  Gofpel,  by  which  only  they  can  be  faved  from  the  Guilt 
of  Sin  here,  or  its  eternal  Punifhment  hereafter  ;  and  having 

Happinefs 
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Happinefs  or  Mifery  eternal  before  them,  and  *  conditionally  at 
their  Choice,  walk  on  in  the  Ways  of  their  own  corrupted 
Hearts,  and  in  the  Sight  of  their  Eyes,  either  not  confidering, 
or  (which  is  infinitely  more  dreadful)  defpifing  the  fure,  ine¬ 
vitable  Confequence,  that  for  all  thefe  T ’kings  God  will  bring  them 
into  'Judgment, 

In  hopes  then  of  preventing  the  wretched  Doom  denounced 
againft  fuch  Lovers  of  Pleafure  more  than  Lovers  of  their 
God,  in  hopes  of  hindering,  for  the  future,  fuch  blind  or 
wilful  Oppofition  to  the  Gofpel  of  our  blefied  Savior  and  Re¬ 
deemer,  the  Patrons  of  this  truly  Chriftian  Charity  have  for 
feveral  Years  fupported  (by  the  Aid  of  fuch  voluntary  Subfcrip- 
tion  as  we  are  this  Day  here  affembled  to  folicit)  this  Refuge 
for  the  once  moft  wretched,  becaufe  of  all  others  the  raoft 
helplefs,  of  Sinners,  poor,  defencelefs  Females ;  this  Sandhiary 
for  the  once  abandoned  ;  this  Offer  of  Direction  from  the 
Path  of  Hell  and  Death  to  Life  and  Immortality,  to  the  once 
moft  reprobate  of  Mortals :  imitating  herein  the  blefied  Exam¬ 
ple  of  the  Redeemer  of  us  all,  who  came  to  feek,  and  to  fave  that 
which  was  loft ;  to  give  Light  to  them  that  fat  in  Darknefs  and 
the  Shadow  of  Death,  and  to  guide  our  Feet  into  the  Way  of 
Peace. 

Compare  then  the  State  of  thefe  humbled  Penitents  here 
before  You  with  their  paft  moft  deplorable  Situation.  They 
were  once  among  the  Number  of  thofe  poor,  unhappy  Wretches, 
who  generally  belong  to  one  of  thefe  two  Claffes  of  Offenders  : 
namely,  either  of  thofe,  who,  though  brought  up  in  the  Nurture 
and  Admonition  of  the  Lord,  have  yet  been  tempted  to  forfake 

b  2  the 

*  Titus  ii.  11,  12.  The,  Grace  of  God  which  bringeth  Salvation ,  hath  appeared  unto  all  Men  ; 
teaching  us,  that  denying  Ungodlintfs ,  and  worldly  Lujls ,  we  Jhould  live  foberly ,  righteoufly,  and 
godly  in  this  prefent  World. 
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the  Guides  and  Guardians  of  their  Youth  ;  or  of  thofe  poor, 
unprincipled  Tranfgreffors,  who  never  had  fet  (becaufe  they 
never  were  taught  the  Duty  of  fetting)  the  Fear  of  God  before 
their  Eyes. 

Compared  with  their  prefent,  happy  Opportunity  of  making 
their  Peace  with  God,  and  with  themfelves,  both  Conditions 
before  mentioned,  are  as  Darknefs  and  Death,  compared  to  that 
Life  and  Immortality,  which  were  brought  to  Light  by  the 
Gofpel,  and  both  Conditions,  fo  truly  deplorable  and  hopelefs, 
call  upon  every  feeling  Heart,  every  fympathizing  Bread:,  to 
ufe  all  probable  Means  to  pluck  fuch  devoted  Souls,  like  Fire¬ 
brands  out  of  the  Burning  ;  to  try  every  likely  Method  to  <c  con- 
“  vert  fuch  Sinners  from  the  Evil  and  Danger  of  their  Ways 
and  this  from  Principles  of  <c  Humanity ,  Policy ,  and  Religion  f 
(as  urged  by  a  Right  Reverend  Advocate  in  his  late  powerful, 
and  pathetic  Pleadings  for  this  Charity)  particularly  the  laft> 
according  to  the  Doftrine  of  the  Text,  viz.  the  Happinefs,  the 
Duty,  the  Reward  of  fiving  a  Soul  from  Deaths  and  thereby 
hiding  alfo  a  Multitude  of  Sins . 

One  Obfervation  occurring  from  thefe  Words  is  too  obvious, 
furely,  to  be  made  to  any  here  prefent,  that  in  proportion  as 
every  Endeavor  to  convert  a  Sinner  (hall  afford  Hopes  of faving 
a  Soul  from  Death,  and  hiding  a  Multitude  of  Sins,  in  the 
fame  Proportion  is  the  Converfe  of  this  Proportion  alfo  true, 
namely,  he  that  perverteth  the  innocent  from  the  Paths  of 
Duty,  he  that  tempteth  an  unfufpedting  Female  from  Virtue  • 
into  Vice,  every  fuch  guilty  Seducer ,  fhall,  on  the  other  hand, 
endanger  an  immortal  Soul,  and  heavily  augment  both  the 
Guilt  and  Number  of  his  other  Vices.  —  Forbid  it  therefore 

i  Conference, 
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Confidence,  Sincerity  and  Truth,  forbid  it  Chriftian  Charity 
Herfelf,  that  any  Hypocrite  fhould  prefume  to  think  of  com¬ 
pounding  for  his  own  Offences  againft  Chaftity  in  one  Place 
(like  a  cc  Purchafer  of  Pardon  and  Indulgence  in  the  Church 
cc  of  Rome  ”)  by  his  pecuniary  Penance,  or  pretended  Support 
of  Virtue  in  another. 

But  I  am  willing  to  be  perfuaded  better  Things  of  this  Pro- 
teftant  Audience,  and  things  that  accompany  Salvation.  I 
muft  therefore  hope  it  needlefs  to  inform  any  that  now  hear 
me,  that  the  Eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  Place,  beholding  the 
evil  and  the  good j  that  there  is  no  Darknefs  where  the  Workers 
of  Iniquity  may  hide  themfelves,  but  all  Things  are  open  to 
our  all-prefent  Gon,  who  fhall  bring  to  Light  the  hidden  Things 
of  Darknefs  before  the  Judgment-Seat  of  Christ,  that  every 

Mortal  may  receive  according  to  the  Things  done  in  the  Body, 

« 

whether  they  be  good ,  or  whether  they  be  evil.  To  this  purpofe  is 
the  following  awful  Queftion  from  the  Almighty  by  his  holy 
Prophet  Jeremiah  ;  Am  I  a  God  at  hand ,  and  not  a  God  afar  of 
faith  the  Lord f  Can  any  hide  himfelf  in  fecret  Places ,  that  I  fall, 
not  fee  him  ?  Do  not  I fill  Heaven  and  Earth ,  faith  the  Lord f 
Let  us  now  return  to  this  truly  Chriftian  Inftitution  of  a 
Receptacle  for  penitent  Offenders.— -Figure  then  to  yourfelves 
You  that  have  Daughters,  or  Sifters  of  your  own :  figure  to 
your  Minds,  and  fuppofe  for  a  Moment  that  You  faw  before 
your  Eyes  your  own  Child,  or  the  Child  of  your  own  Parents, 
your  beloved  Sifter,  led  aftray  by  fome  artful  Deceiver,  fonxe 
infmuating  Tempter,  to  facrifice  her  Innocence  to  his  Luft, 
and  afterwards,  though  betrayed,  yet  moft  cruelly  deferted  by 
the  Author,  and  Sharer  of  her  Guilt- — Expofed,  in  confe-- 

quence, , 
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quence,  to  the  Cenfure  of  the  World  (generally  too  inexorable 
to  give  any  Chance  of  being  again  trufted)  She  finds  her 
Credit  funk,  her  Confidence  in  the  Friends  of  her  Innocence 
removed  at  a  Diftance  by  her  Guilt.  At  laft,  cut  off  from  all 
Hope  of  being  received  again  among  the  virtuous,  She  takes  a 
mod  miferable  Refuge  among  the  vicious,  and  abandoned,  among 
thofe  Wretches,  whom  She  ought  mofl  induftrioufly  to  have 
avoided,  namely,  fuch  Sifters  in  Iniqchy,  as  endeavor  to  keep 
her  in  Countenance  by  fharing  in  her  Shame  ;  by  banifhing 
her  Fears,  and  ftudying  by  every  mofl:  infernal  Art  to  ex- 
tinguifh  utterly  the  few  faint  Sparks  of  Virtue  remaining  in 
her  Breaft. 

Thus  deprefled  below  all  Hope  of  Reftitution  to  that  Virtue 
whofe  Ways  are  Ways  of  Pleafantnefs ,  and  all  whofe  Paths  are 
Peace  5  fhut  out  of  every  good  Connexion ;  an  Outcaft:  from 
the  reputable  World,  without  a  Friend,  without  an  Home  to 
flee  to,  She  thinks  herfelf  reduced  to  the  dreadful  Neceflity  of 
dragging  on  a  wretched  Life,  under  the  Wages  of  Iniquity, 
under  the  Bondage  of  Corruption. 

Added  to  this  Gall  of  Bitternefs ,  of  which  her*Cup  of  Life  is 
full,  whenever  She  refledts  (and  fometimes  furely  She  cannot 
but  refledl)  upon  her  violated  Duty  —  that  She  hath  fet  at 
nought  the  Counfel  of  her  beft:  Friends,  and,  as  the  Ffalmift: 
fpeaks,  would  none  of  their  Reproofs ;  but  wilfully  exchanged  the 
perfedt  Freedom  of  Goodnefs  for  the  Tyranny  of  Vice  : 
wounded  therefore  by  the  Stings  of  Confcience,  added  to  the* 
Lofs  of  her  Health  both  of  Body  and  of  Mind,  She  finks  at  laft 
under  the  Agonies  of  Death,  and  with  all  her  Sins  upon  her 

Head, 
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Head,  and  all  the  Pollutions  contracted  in  this  guilty  World, 
mull  be  fentenced  into  the  everlafting  Miferies  of  another. 

Now  all  this  Series  of  accumulated  Wretchednefs  might 
have  been  prevented,  had  fuch  an  happy  Retreat  from  the  dan¬ 
gerous  Scenes  of  Life,  fuch  a  San&uary  for  fmcere  Penitents 
been  provided,  as  we  are  here  this  Day  affembled  to  encourage 
and  fupport.  An  Inftitution  this,  of  whofe  Utility,  both  re- 
fpedting  this  Life  and  a  better,  too  much  cannot  be  faid  :  and 
againft  which  no  Objection  can  be  fairly  urged,  which  may 
not  be  ufed  alfo  againft  every  Thing  the  moft  valuable  and 
facred. 

Few  indeed,  in  the  firft  Place,  are  the  Inftances  of  Abufe  or 
Failure  of  Succefs,  compared  with  the  Advantages  that  have 
cctcucLp  from  this  Charity  both  in  public  and  in  private,  the 

Number  of  once  unhappy  Females  that  have  been  reftored, 
not  only  to  their  Duty,  but  alfo  to  their  once  defpairing 
Friends,  and  to  the  Public,  having  been  upwards  of  Nine  . 
Hundred. 

And,  though  fome  few  have  wanted  the  Grace  to  ufe  the 
Means  of  Reformation  put  into  their  Power,  and  violated  the 
Vows,  which  they  were  expedted  to  have  performed,  yet  can 
no  one  fairly  urge  from  hence  any  Objection  againft  the  falu- 
tary  Ends  propofed  by  fo  excellent  a  Charity  as  this.  Neither 
can  the  Abufe  of  any  good  Inftitution  be  an  Argument  againft 
its  proper  and  well-intended  Ufe.  Otherwife,  the  Abufe  of 
Liberty,  of  Law,  nay,  even  of  our  holy  Religion  itfelf,  might 
be  urged  by  their  refpedtive  Enemies,  whether  Civil  or  Reli¬ 
gious,  againft  them  alh 


Other 
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Other  Objectors,  though  furely  with  great  Injuftice,  urge 
the  Numbers  of  Proftitutes,  that,  notwithftanding  this  Houfe 
of  Penitence,  infeft  our  public  Streets. 

But  either  they  expeCt  the  Governors  of  this  Charity  to  re¬ 
ceive  every  abandoned  Female  that  may  be  found  in  this  great, 
and  populous  Metropolis,  or  they  do  not.  If  they  have  fuch 
Expectations,  they  objeCt  to  the  Want  of  what  is  impoffible 
for  this  Inftitution,  in  its  prefent  limited  State,  to  undertake, 
namely,  the  Reception  and  Provifion  for  all  Proftitutes  what- 
foever. 

If  they  do  not  expeft  us  to  receive  every  fuch  Offender,  why 
fliould  they  not  allow  the  Advantage  that  hath  accrued  (and 
may  ftill  be  expected  to  accrue)  to  the  Public  from  this  Charity, 
which  hath  already  reftored  fo  many  returning  Penitents  to 
themfelves,  to  their  Friends,  the  Community,  their  God? 

Suffer  me  alfo  to  alk  the  Objeftors  this  one  additional  Quef- 
tion,  and  this  only,  that  if  fuch  is  the  Number  of  abandoned, 
and  therefore  wretched  Females,  to  be  found  in  almoft  every 
Street,  how  much  greater  would  that  Number  be  without  this 
truly  Chriftian  Encouragement  for  Reformation  ? 

In  fhort,  this  moft  humane  and  laudable  Undertaking  hath 
been  fo  often  and  fo  ably  recommended  from  this  Place,  and  is 
now,  Thanks  to  the  Almighty!  fo  powerfully  patronized  by  fo 
many  dijlinguijhed  Benef after s ,  that  it  remains  only  for  me  to 
add  refs  the  Conclufion  of  this  Difcourfe  to  thefe  Objects  of 
true  Compaflion  for  whofe  Advantage,  both  temporal  and 
eternal,  I  have  been  fpeaking. 


You 
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You  then  who  have  been  happily  {hatched  out  of  the  Pol¬ 
lutions  of  a  wicked  World,  confider  this  Houfe  of  Safety,  as  a 
Deliverance,  not  only  from  the  untimely  End  of  a  licentious 
Life,  but  alfo  from  Death  eternal.  For  we  are  as  fure  as  the 
Words  of  our  Redeemer  Christ  can  make  us,  that  the  wicked 
jhall  go  away  into  everlafiing  Punifhment ,  but  the  righteous  into 
Life  eternal  5  that  the  wicked  Jhall  be  turned  into  Helly  and  all  the 
People  that  forget  God . 

Confider  then  the  Advantages  of  your  prefent  Situation : 
here  are  You  fafely  reicued  and  lodged  in  an  happy  Haven  ; 
here  you  have  Security  of  Body  and  Reft  unto  your  Souls ,  from 
whence  let  me  entreat  You  to  look  backy  not  only  upon  the 
Dangers  which  You  have  fo  lately  efcaped,  but  forward  alfo  to 
the  Performance  of  thofe  Vows  of  Amendment  of  Life,  which 
You  have  all  here  an  Opportunity,  and  which  therefore  it  is 
both  your  Duty  and  your  Inter  eft ,  both  temporal  and  eternal ,  to 
make.  Here  are  you  duly  put  in  mind  of  that  Chrifian  Cove¬ 
nant  made  for  You  at  Baptifm  between  your  immortal  Souls, 
and  Christ  who  died  to  fave  them. 

It  was  folemnly  promifed  for  You  at  that  Time,  and  if  You 
would  have  any  Hopes  as  Chriftians,  fuch  Vows  muft  be 
*  confirmed  by  Yourfelves  in  your  own  Perfons  (for  in  your 
own  Perfons  You  have  mo  ft  heinoufly  offended)  that  You 
will  £C  *  renounce  the  Devil ,  and  all  his  Works  f  more  particularly 
cc  the  carnal  Defires  of  the  Flejh ,  fo  as  not  to  follow ,  or  be  led  by 
cc  them*”  -  .w.  ' 

Now  though  it  hath  been  your  peculiar  Unhappinefs  to  have 
broken  this  all-important  Covenant  of  your  Salvation,  by  hav- 

C  ing 

t 

*  See  the  Baptifmal  and  Confirmation-Service  in  our  Common  Prayer  Books. 
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ing  been  drawn  away  by  year  own  Lufls ,  and  enticed  by  that  of 
others,  your  Seducers ;  yet  here  may  You  follow  the  Advice 
given  to  every  fincere  Penitent :  Acquaint  now  thyfelf  with  God , 
and  be  at  Peace. 

Whenever  therefore  You  leave  this  happy  Retreat  from  the 
guilty  World,  and  return  to  it  again,  take  Care  that  You  do 
not  return  to  the  Repetition  of  thofe  Vices,  which  You  came 
here  to  repent  of. 

As  the  moft  effectual  Means  of  avoiding  which  Dangers, 
remember  to  purfue  the  Paths  of  honeft  Induftry  and  Em¬ 
ployment,  which  You  have  here  been  taught :  and  believe  this 
interefting  Truth,  that  no  Habits  give  more  Advantage  to  the 
Enemy  of  Souls,  or  more  Succefs,  efpecially  among  younger 
Minds ,  to  his  Devices,  than  the  dangerous  Habits  of  Idlenefs, 
and  Sloth. 

Take  heed  therefore  that  Ye  be  not  again  entangled  in  that 
Yoke  of  Bondage,  that  worft  of  all  Slavery,  the  Tyranny  of 
Sin  }  but  fear  that  God,  who,  after  He  hath  killed  you  (or  taken 
away  your  Life  here  on  Earth  by  Death)  hath  Power  to  cajl 
both  Soul  and  Body  infHell. 

Follow  therefore  the  Advice  of  your  Inftruftors  in  Christ, 
who  watch  here  for  your  Souls,  as  they  that  muft  give  an  Ac¬ 
count,  that  they  may  do  it,  before  the  Judgment-Seat  of  Christ 
with  joy,  and  not  with  Grief.  And  never  forget  the  follow¬ 
ing  Words  of  the  holy  Prophet  *  :  1  will  teach  Ton  the  good  and 
the  right  Way :  Only  fear  the  Lord,  and  ferve  Him  in  Truth  with 
all  your  Heart,  for  confder  how  great  ‘Things  He  hath  done  for  You . 


*  j  Sam.  xii.  24. 


And, 
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And,  with  regard  to  your  truly  Chriftian  BenefaBors ,  who 
fent  you  here,  and  who  are  now  afTembled  to  patronize  and 
fupport  You,  in  order  to  promote  your  Happinefs  both  tem¬ 
poral  and  eternal,  their  Reward,  if  not  in  this  World,  will  moft 
affuredly  and  happily  be  reaped  in  a  better,  eternal  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens ,  where  they  that  be  wife  Jhall  floine  forth ,  as  the  Bright nefs  of 
the  Firmament ,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  Righteoufnejs  as  the 
Stars  for  ever  and  ever . 
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GENERAL  STATE 

'  O  F  T  H  E 

MAGDALEN- HOSPI  T  A  L, 

IN 

St.  G  E  O  R  G  E’s  FIELDS, 

FORT  H  F. 

RECEPTION  of  PENITENT  PROSTITUTES, 

INSTITUTED  1758. 

(Incorporated  by  Act  of  Parliament,  9  King  George  III.) 
Publifhed  by  Order  of  the  General  Court,  24th  April,  1776. 


Receipts  and  Difburfements. 


Total  Receipts  from  the  Commencement  ioth  Aug.  1758,  to  April  12,  \ 
1759  -  “  -  * 

Difburfements  from  Ditto  to  April  25,  1759  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  the  lajft  Year,  from  April  12,  1759?  to  ? 
April  2,  1760  ------  3 

Difburfements  from  April  6,  1759?  to  March  25,  1760 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  the  laft  Year,  from  April  2,  1760,  to  \ 
March  2,  176 1,  inclufive  -  -  S 

Difburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  March  2,  1761,  to  Dec .  / 

31,  1761  -  -  -  -  $ 

Diihurfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec.  31,  1761,  to  Dec.  ? 

31,  1762  -  -  -  -  "  $ 

Diihurfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec  31,  1762,  to  Dec .  ? 

3D  1 763  -  ;  -  5 

Difburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  -  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 

Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec .  31,  1763,10  Dec.  [ 

31, 1764  .  -  -  ,  -  -  -  3 

Difburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  -the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec .  31,  1764,  to  Dec .  ? 

f  3D  i765  “  "  "  “  * 

■pitburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  * 

if  Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 

I 


s>  d' 

6310  15  2 

2750  9  2 


65 1 9  3  3 
3h8  4  3 


5381  12  7 

4325  14  9 


3806  13  7 

2617  13  6 


4495  9  0 

3160  3  2 


4810  6  8 

2602  7  2 


5407  5  7 

33*6  9  6 


5265  18  5 

3-N3  2  10 


pt  S'  d' 

3560  6  O. 

34°°  19  0 

1055  17  10 

* 

I  189  O  £ 

1335  5  10 

2207  £9  6 

2090  16  1 

2092  15  7 
Receipts 


(  2  ) 


3  x  ?  J  766 

Difburfemcnts  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 


Balance  of  that  Year's  Account 


31,  1767  -  " 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 


Balance  of  that  Year's  Account 


31,  1768  -----  3 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  -  -  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec.  31,  1768,  to  Dec.  \ 
3i?  1769  -  -  -  J 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 


1  II 


Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  the  laft  Year,  from  Dec.  31,  1769,  to  ?  „  ji 

Dec.  31,1770  -  -  -  -  -  $7  'S* 

Difourfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  - 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 
Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec.  31,  1770,  to  Dec.  \ 

?i,  177 1  -  -•  -  J 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account  -  — - - — «  4642  16  ic 


31,  1772  - 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 


Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account 


3r>  1 7  7  3  -  - 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto 


Balance 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

'47°3 

0 

4 

3327 

2 

6| 

4865 

13 

1 1  i 

2938 

8 

8f 

6*49 

10 

9* 

2474 

5 

9 

6683 

2. 

1 1 1 

2935 

T9 

8! 

7§34 

1 1 

2685 

9 

2 

73i8 

8 

,0§ 

2675 

12 

0 

9416 

H 

32°7 

18 

3r 

I0846 

*4 

0 

4S58 

16 

0 

*375  *7  < 


1927  5  : 


3675  5  c 


3747  3  ■ 


5  ‘49 


6208  l6  *3 


Advanced  out  of  the  General  Fund  for  the  New  Building,  the  Subfcription  being  deficient  269 


18  c 

19  2 


Reduced  Balance  3595 

Receipts  including  the  Balance  of  laft  Year,  from  Dec.  31,  1773,  to  79075  3  4 

Dec.  31,  1774,  —  —  -  “ 

Diiburfements  from  Ditto,  including  962/.  19s.  \od.  paid  the  Builder,  51 49  12  7 

Balance  of  that  Year’s  Account  - - - -  3925 


18  c 


Total  Receipts  from  the  Commencement  of  the  Charity,  to  Dec.  31 ,  1 775,  70314  16  11 
Diiburfements  from  Ditto  to  Ditto  -  *-  -  -  671541010 

Balance  - - * - 3160 


10  9 


Advanced  out  of  the  General  Fund  to  pay  the  Surveyor  of  the  new  Building  in  full,  ) 
the  Building  Subfcription  having  proved  infufficient,  -  -  S  1 

Reduced  Balance  _  299 7 

Receipts,  from  the  31st  December,  1774,  to  the  31st  December,  1  / 75- 

Balance  of  laft  Year,  -  392 5  10  9 


6  I 

8  c 


i  8  1 


Collected  at  the  Chapel  at  the  Anniverfary 
Ditto  at  Dinner 
General  Benefactions, 


84  1  6 

157  1  6 

299  13  2 


Legacy,  being  the  Produce  of  500/.  3  per  Cents,  reduced  Bank  Annuities,  436  17  6 


Annual  Benefactions 
Profits  on  Mr  Ward's  Medicines 
Collection  at  the  Chapel 
Dividends  on  Stock  and  Mercers  B:nd$ 
W ork  done  by  the  Women 


860  10  O 
20  3  O 

73°  1  4 

138  6  o 

103  17  6 

- — —  6756 


i 


£• 

327 
49 1 
186 

1 2 
15B 
60 

63 

626 

1660 

7 

1 


r. 

10 

1 

16 
1 2 

H 

o 

9 

o 

15 

1 


d-  £. 


S. 


J, 


4 

2 
6 
o 

10 

o 

o 

I 

3 
9 
3 
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Difburfements  as  aforefaid ,  from  Ditto  to  Ditto . 

ions  to  the  new  Hofpital  fince  the  building  - 

hin<->-  for  the  Women  in  the  Houfe,  and  others  admitted 

O 

for  77  Women  difcharged  to  Service  or  Friends 
12  Women  who  had  remained  in  their  Places  one  Year 
ture  -  - 

necary  Bills  for  Medicines  by  Agreement 
>nary,  Printing.,  and  Advertifing  - 

of  the  Old  Houfe  and  Salaries, 
ekeeping  and  other  Houfe  Expences  - 

by  bad  Silver  collected  at  Chapel  -  - 

ance  on  150 £.  the  Value  of  1500  Rupees,  on  board  th eJnfon,  fince  ar- 

ed,  ~ 

Balance 

the  Surveyor  of  the  new  Hofpital  out  of'  the  Genera*  Fund,  the  Building  Fund  j 

mg  infufficient,  -  ”  “  J 

Reduced  Balance 

at  included  in  the  General  Account,  there  is  the  Property  of  the  Hofpital,  viz. 

The  Value  of  Omichund' s  Legacy,  which  produces  at  .^Medium  150  £.  per  ann.  1 

eflimated  at  —  -  ^ 

Two  Years  In  ter  eft  now  due  — -  — 

6896  Rupees  at  Bombay,  eftimated  at  — - 

Befides  the  above,  the  Charity  have  the  Reverfion.of  many  confiderable 

Legacies. 

niffions  and  Difcharges  from  ths  ioth  Auguft,  1758, .the  opening. 

of  the  Houfe,  to  25th  December,  1775. 

lifted  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  I0'37 

Dnciled  to,  and  received' by  their  Friends,  or  placed  in  Services  in  /  Allowed  2611  2.  4 

putable  Families,  and  to  Trades  -  -  ;  _  0 

108  who  have  continued  in  their  firft  Places  above  one  Year,  one  Guinea  each 

-ed  Lunatic,  and  afPidled  with  incurable  Fits 

1  ■  -  - 

afy  under  Reftraintvand  at  their  own  Delire  -  .  ~ 

er  returned  from  Hafpitals,  to  which  they  were  fent  to  be  cured 

Faults  and  Irregularities  - 

ine  Hundred  and  Eight  Women  who  have  been  difcharged  the  Houfe  are  fince  roamed  ;  many, 
were  dimiffed  from  Uneafinefs  under  Reftraint,  or  by  their  own  Defire,  and  for  iniall  Faults,  have 
sr  than  return  to  their  former  evil  Courle  of  Life,  gone  into  induftrious  an  ione  xnp  oymen  s 

Services,  and  live  with  Reputation.  ,  f  ,  c  , 

nd  befides  the  Women  admitted  in  the  Houfe,  many  have  been  relieved,  cure  o  le  ou  1  , 

by  the  Interpofition  of  the  Committee,  reftored  to  the  Favour  of  their  Parents  or  Friends,  and  enr, 

i  to  get  an  honeft  Livelihood 

conditions; 

TWENTY  Guineas  is  a  Qualification  for  a  Governor  for  Life.  ^ 

An  Annual  Subfcription  of  Five  Guineas  is  a  Qualification  for  a  governor  for  one  Year  ;  which 
•cripticn,  when  it  amounts  to  Twenty- five  Guineas,  is  a  Qualification  for  a  Governor  for  Life 
hofe  who  are  willing  to  contribute  to  the  benevolent  Purpofe  of  this  Charity,  are  requefted  to  .end 
-  Subfcription  to  Nathaniel  C a stlbtoK,  Efq;  one  of  the  Vice-Prefidents-  so  thz  TreaJurer 
-HAEL  Tames,  Efq;  in  Fleydon  Square ,  Minnies ;  or  to  the  following  Bankers;  Meffrs.  Monkey  and  Co.. 
burch-Street ;  Sir  Charles  Jfgill,  Nightingale  and  Wkkenden ;  Meflrs.  Brajpy,  Lee,  and  Son  ;  Meffrs. 
un  Mon,  and  Collifon ;  Meffrs.  Martin,  Stone,  and  Blackwell ;  Meffrs.  Bolder.o, Kendall,  and  Adey, 
ombard-  Street ;  Meffrs.  Fuller  and  Co.  in  Cornhill-,  Meffrs.  Dornen ,  Fucker,  mA  Carleton ,  la^l”cb- 
. .  Meffrs.  H cares,  Meffrs.  Gofling ,  Clive, and  Gcjling,  and  Meffrs.  Child  and  Co.  in  Fleet-  Street  ;  Meffrs. 
'did  and  Co.'  at  Charing-Lfs ;  Meffrs.  Backw.ll  and  Croft  in  Pall-Mall ;  or  Mr.  Winterbottom, , 
Secretary,  in  Tbreadneedle- Street  5.  or  to  the  Stewara  at  the  Hofpital  m  St.  George  s- Fields. 


44 

43 

204 . 

52 

255 

96 


3595 

16 

2 

3160 

6 

1 

1 62 

8 

© 

2997 

18 

1 

3OOO 

0 

0 

310 

0 

0 

862 

0 

0 

4172 

0 

0 

7l69 

.18 

1 

d  2611 

2. 

4 

-  313 

8 

2.724 

10 

4s 

(  4  )  * 

To  fuch  as  are  inclined  to  become  Benefadfors  by  their  lafl  Will,  the  following  borm  of  a  legacy 
recommended  :  “  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  President ,  Vice-Prefidents ,  Treafurer ,  and  Governors  of 
“  the  Magdalen  Hofpital ,  /ir  Reception  of  Penitent  Profitutes ,  George  s  Fields ,  in  the  County  of 

tc  Surreys  the  Sum  of  which  I  defire  may  be  paid  out  of  my  perfonal  EftateT 

N.  B.  Devifes  of  Land,  or  Money  ifiuing  out  of  it,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  Land,  are  void. 


PATRONESS,  Her  Mod  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  CHARLOTTE. 
The  PRESIDENT,  the  Right  Hon.  Francis,  Earl  of  Hertford,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 


The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Lord  Romney, 

The  Right  Hon.  Hugh  Earl  Percy, 

Robert  Dingley,  Efq. 

TREASURER,  Michael  James,  Efq. 


Richard  Recher,  Efq. 
Nathaniel  Castletqn,  Efq. 
John  Barker,  Efq. 


C  O  M  M  I  T  T  E  E. 


Hon.  Henry  Hobart, 

Sir  James  Cockburn,  Bart. 
Sir  Thomas  Tancred,  Bart. 
Sir  Timothy  Waldo,  Knt. 
Isaac  Akerman,  Efq. 
Robert  Allen,  Efo. 

Paul  Amsinck,  Efq. 

Samuel  Athawes,  Efq. 
James  Barill,  Efq. 

Thomas  Boddam,  Efq. 
Henry  Boldero,  Efq. 

Secretary, 

Physician, 

Surgeons, 

Apothecaries, 


Thomas  Bond,  Efq. 

Robert  Bristow,  Efq. 
George  Bristow,  Efq. 
Thomas  Calverley,  Efq. 
Nathaniel  Cholmley,  Efq. 
Bicknel  Coney,  Efq. 
Robert  Cornthwait,  Efq. 
John  Cuthbert,  Efq. 

John  Dorrien,  Efq. 

Jonas  Hanway,  Efq. 
Thomas  Hirs  t,  Efq. 


Henry  Hoare,  jun.  Efq. 
Samuel  Horne,  Efq. 
William  Jacomb,  Efq; 
Thomas  Jacomb,  Efq. 

John  Levy,  Efq. 

Philip  Milloway,  Efq. 
Nath,  Newnham,  Efq.  Aid. 
John  Antony  Rucker,  Efq. 
James  Vere,  Efq. 

Joseph  Wells,  Efq. 


•Abraham  Winterbottom. 

Dr.  William  Saunders. 

Mr.  William  Blizard,  Mr.  John  Andree. 
Mr.  Andrew  Johnfon,  Mr.  John  Harris. 


A  Book,  containing  the  Rules  of  this  Charity,  may  be  had  Gratis,  by  anyPerfon  fending  their  Names 
\n  Writing  to  the  Secretary,  at  his  Houfe  i n  Threadneedle- Street,  London ;  or  to  the  Steward,  at  the 
Hofpital. 

The  Committee  for  t  ran  facing  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Charity  meet  at  the  Hofpital  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Month  of  April  to  the  end  of  the  Month  of  September  every  Thurfday  at  Five  o’Clock  in  the 
Afternoon ,  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of  Odlober  to  the  end  of  the  Month  of  March  at 
Eleven  o’Clock  in  the  Forenoon . 


N.  B.  The  firjl  Thurfday  (ONLT)  in  every  Month  is  for  the  AdmilHon  of  Penitents.  The  Women 
applying  to  be  admitted  are  furnifhed  with  a  Petition  Gratis,  and  are  received,  if  found  proper-,  by  th“ 
Committee,  without  any  Recommendation. 


April  28,  1773-. 


At  the  Annual  General  Court, 
RESOLVED , 

II A  T  every  Governor  for  Life ,  and  Subfcriber  of  Five  Guineas  per  Annum ,  during  the  Conti¬ 
nuance  of  fuch  Subfcription ,  be  at  Liberty  to  come  to  the  Chapel  every  Sunday  Morning  and  Even¬ 
ing ,  and  bring  three  Perfons ;  and  that  every  fuch  Governor  and  Subfcriber  as  aforefaid ,  may  have  a 
Ticket  for  Admiffion  of  four  Perfons ,  for  every  Sunday  Morning  and  Evening,  by  fending  to  the 
Secretary  at  his  Houfe ,  No.  32,'  Threadneedle- Street,  or  to  the  Steward  at  the  Hofpital,  a  Note  in 
Writing,  Jigned  by  fuch  Governor  or  Subf  criber,  And,  That  Jack  Governor  or  Subfcriber  do  alfo  ™ 
dorje  hn  Name  on  the  Ticket ♦ 


fl 


